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Mr. Cleon B. Felght, Dlrector
Dlvlslon of 011, Gas and l"Iining
Department of NaturaL Re,sources
L588 tlest North Temple
Salt Lake Clty, Utah 84Ll-6

Dear Mr. Feight:

I{e hope thls lnfornatlon wll-L asslst you in your agreement
negotlations. Pleage contact ne if you have any questl-ons.
lfy teJ-ephone nu4ber is 301-492-7427.

Sincerely, n@

Enclosed is the infor:nation on recl-a:nation procedures for the
Rto Algou and Atlas Minerals uranium niL1 talllng inpoundnent
areas that you requtffil-fr-our phone conversatlon of September L,
L976.

Ross A. Scarano
FueL Processing & FabrLcatlon Branch
Division of FueL Cycle and

Material Safety
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RECLAI'IATIOIi PROCEDI,, ,IJ FOR P.IO ALGOM
AND ATLAS MINERALS MILL TAILi\IGS II4POUNDMENT AREAS

R'io A'l qom

All tailings are to be covered vrith approximately 18 inches of soil,
and seeded viith a seed mixture selected on the advice of the Bureau
of Land l'{anagement or the Department of Agriculture as being the
most suitable for the area and conditions.

in a letter to the Atomic Energy Comniission (now the Nuclear Regulatory
commissjon), dated september '17, 1974, Rio A'lgom estimated the iost of-
stabilization to be $238,000 in l9B0 dollars.

.Using the cost estimates contained in the book, "Tailing Disposal ToCay,"
Rio Altom's estimate appears a little low, but a surety arrangement in
the amount of $238,000 would be acceptable tc the NRC.

Ail as- 14i neral s

The detai'ls of an acceptable tailjpqs reclamation program are contained
in Section 3..l.3 Alternative IIi of Atlas'second Supplement to their
Environmental Report, dated August .l5, 'l97S.

In general, the program consists of:

l. Reshaping a1l tailing piles slones tc a 3:l contor.rr;

?. Applying 12 inches of cover material;

3. Adding municipal s'ludge to the upper three 'inches of cover
material at a rate of l5 tons/acre; and

4. Planting a mixture of grass species.

Aclas has estimated the cost of this orogram to be $6.16,000.

using the cost estimates contained jn the book, "TaiIing D'isposal
Today,'lt the reclamation costs could range from 9500,000 to g90C,100
depending on the cost of acquiring and haul'ing cover material. A
surety arrangement in the amount of Ailas' estimate of $6]6,000 rvoulC
be acceptable to the trlRC.

-Tailing 
Disposal Today - Proceedings of the

Sympos i um, Tuscon , Ari zona , 0ct. 3l , trlov. I
C. L. Aplin & George 0. Argall, Jr. Miller

First Internationai Tail ing
, 2 & 3, 1972. Edited by
Freeman Publ i cati ons.
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iIi Future Requirements

As you are aware, the NRC is preparing a generic environmental
impact statement (GtIS) on uran'ium;r,'11ing. Any agreement reached
between the State of Utah and R'io Algom or Atlas regard'ing taif ings
reclamatjon would be subject to revision as a result of the GEIS and
any related rule making.


